
The Sacrament of Reconciliation and Eucharistic Adoration 
is on Wednesdays only, after Mass at HC with Fr Galeji.
Fr Patrick Hutton is celebrating Mass this weekend.

Fourth Week of Easter
Sunday Mass Cycle: Year B; Weekday: Year ll; Psalter lV

The live-stream from HC is at www.mcn.live
HC - Holy Cross Church; PJ/SsP&J - Ss Philip and James Church

Sat       20 Apr Saturday of Easter
5:30pm    HC Vigil Mass: James, John, Robert and

Christopher Donnelly, RIP

Sun      21 Apr Fourth Sunday of Easter
Good Shepherd Sunday

9:00am    HC Mass: Margaret Duggan & family - intention
11:00am  PJ Mass: Missa pro Populo

Mon    22 Apr Monday of Easter
10:15am  PJ Liturgy of the Word and Holy Communion

Tue      23 Apr St George, Martyr - Solemnity
Patron of England

9:15am    PJ* Liturgy of the Word and Holy Communion

Wed    24 Apr Wednesday of Easter
10:15am  HC Mass: Sylvia Gillard, RIP

followed by the Sacrament of Confession
and Eucharistic Adoration to 11:15am

Thu      25 Apr St Mark, Evangelist - Feast
10:15am    PJ Liturgy of the Word and Holy Communion
Fri        26 Apr Friday of Easter
10:15am    HC Liturgy of the Word and Holy Communion

Sat       27 Apr Saturday of Easter
10:15am  PJ Liturgy of the Word and Holy Communion

followed by Eucharistic Adoration
5:30pm    HC Vigil Mass: Missa pro Populo

Sun      28 Apr Fifth Sunday of Easter
9:00am    HC Mass: Bryan Loveday, RIP
11:00am  PJ Mass: Josephine Morrell, RIP
   NB: We seek to open the Church thirty minutes before any Mass or liturgy

The North Bedford
 Catholic Community of
 Holy Cross Church and

Ss Philip and James Church
April is dedicated to the Holy Spirit

Our Parish Family:
Cherishing the Past,
Celebrating the Present,
Embracing the Future.

Our Priest is Fr Alexander Ibe, SMMM: Presbytery, 2 Severn Way, Bedford MK41 7BX      parishpriestnorthbedford@gmail.com
HC:            Holy Cross Church, 355 Goldington Road, Bedford MK41 0DP      Tel: (01234) 352607
SsP&J/PJ: St Philip and St James Church, 2 Severn Way, Bedford MK41 7BX
Deacon: Rev. Tony Quinlan: Tel: (01234) 950453; deacontony.quinlan@northamptondiocese.org
Deacon: Rev. Crispin Walkling-Lea: Tel: 07941 884645; deaconcrispin.walklinglea@northamptondiocese.org
Parish Safeguarding Representatives (PSR): HC; Shirley Whiterod 07955 670543 and SsP&J; Ann-Marie Blaney 07867 757598
Website: northbedfordcatholics.org.uk (Contact the Webmaster through the website) Facebook: North Bedford Catholic Community
Parish Secretary HC, Sheila Allen (Mondays and Thursday: 9:00am - 12:00pm) Tel: (01234) 353116; parish.holycross@northamptondiocese.org
Parish Secretary Ss P&J. Mariateresa Quinlan (Tuesdays: 11:15am - 3:15pm) Tel: (01234) 353116; Parish.SsPhilipandJames@northamptondiocese.org
Items for the Newsletter to the editor, by the Sunday before publication. Tel: 07986 357 320; email: charlie.stallard@gmail.com

* Please note the change of time and venue for the Liturgy 
of the Word and Holy Communion on Tuesday, 23rd April. 
Deacon Tony is leading a service for Sixth-Form leavers from 
St Thomas More School afterwards at 10:15am.

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Sharon Carroll, RIP, 
whose Funeral Liturgy will take place in Holy Cross church, 
this Tuesday, 23rd April at 12:45pm.

Please pray also for the repose of the soul of John Bernard 
McDonagh, RIP, whose funeral liturgy will take place in Holy 
Cross church on Tuesday, 30th April at 1:00pm

Fr Alex away from 
3rd Sunday of 
Easter for four 
Sundays inclusive

Contact Luz 
Budek, 
Stephanie, and 
Martin 
Clitheroe about 
Propers:
Responsorial 
Psalm and 
Gospel 
Acclamation

Propers for Fourth Sunday of Easter
Responsorial Psalm:
The stone which the builders rejected has become the 
corner stone
Gospel Acclamation:
I am the Good Shepherd, says the Lord;
I know my own sheep and my own know me.

Fundraising event for Youth Ministry
We are holding an ‘Alternative Race Night’ on Saturday, 
11th May after the Vigil Mass at Holy Cross church. Tickets 
are on sale this weekend of the 20th/21st April.

PRAY AND PLAY IS BACK! 
Tuesdays, 6:30pm in Ss 
Philip and James Church. A 
joyous time was had by all 
as the church building 
resounded with Eastertide 
Alleluias, on Tuesday, when 
the children and their 
families learned and prayed 
the Regina Caeli.

For children aged 6+  
Come along for fun, faith and friendship! 

Children’s Liturgy at SsP&J
There will be a meeting with the children's liturgy team on 
Thursday, 2nd May at 6:00pm in Ss Philip and James church  
to get  things started. It is still not too late for you to 
volunteer and anyone interested in this valuable ministry 
would be very welcome to attend.
The first children’s liturgy at SsP&J will be Sunday, 12th May.

The online Rosary Group 
meets from 8:00am to 
8:20am weekdays on Zoom. 
ID: 833 1504 6319 
Password: Rosary

The Rosary and Divine 
Mercy Group meets in 
SsP&J each Monday at 
1:45pm. Divine Chaplet, 
Rosary, tea. Luverly!

The online Rosary Group meets from 8:00am to 8:20am 
weekdays on Zoom. ID: 833 1504 6319 Password: Rosary

The Rosary and Divine Mercy Group meets in SsP&J each 
Monday at 1:45pm. Divine Chaplet, Rosary, tea. Luverly!

Repository in SsP&J is open every Sunday;  in HC open 
before and after Mass on the last weekend of the month.

On Saturday, 27th April, the 56th anniversary of legal 
abortion in Britain, please pray and fast for the end of 
abortion in this country. Normally we would ask you to fast 
from all food except bread and water for the day, but as it is 
still Easter, you might choose instead to fast from a 
particular food or luxury, e.g. chocolate, alcohol, cigarettes, 
TV. Through God’s grace we have seen thousands of 
Mothers in our counselling centre continue their 
pregnancies in difficult circumstances. Please help us to 
help save lives with your prayers, fasting, support. 
www.GoodCounselNetwork.com
In case you have not seen it, here is The Catholic Herald 
short article by Clare about the Pro-Life struggle and why 
fasting and prayer are so important:
https://catholicherald.co.uk/can-pray-and-fasting-really-ma
ke-any-difference-when-it-comes-to-abortion/

https://www.facebook.com/NorthBedfordCC
http://www.goodcounselnetwork.com
https://catholicherald.co.uk/can-pray-and-fasting-really-make-any-difference-when-it-comes-to-abortion/
https://catholicherald.co.uk/can-pray-and-fasting-really-make-any-difference-when-it-comes-to-abortion/


Escorted Tour to Westport, Knock and Co Mayo, 26th May 
2024.  £899.00 pps. Visit Knock, Galway City, Kylemore 
Abbey, Croagh Patrick and Ashford Castle. Single 
supplement on enquiry. Phone Patricia or Natali on 01268 
762 278,  07740 175557 or knockpilgrimages@gmail.com

      Life in the Spirit
Evenings begin with teas/ 
coffees and welcome from 
6:30pm;   praise  and   wor-

ship from 7:00pm to 7:30pm with talks lasting 30 minutes, 
starting at 7:30pm. Music and talk will be live-streamed to 
hubs from the Cathedral. Details see previous newsletter.

Help support your local 
Food Bank with food this 
Lent: Items we need are: 
Bars of chocolate, UHT Fruit 
juice, Long Life Sponge puds, 
Squash,
Packs of 40 Teabags, Large 
tins of Sweetcorn, Tinned 
Tuna, Tinned meat, 
Cup-a-soup, Jars of coffee.

Parking - important; there have been complaints at SsP&J
We want to both allow as many people as possible to come 
to Sunday Mass and to be a good neighbour to those who 
live around our church buildings. Can we please ensure we 
park safely, offer consideration to other users (both drivers 
and pedestrians) and make sure we do not block driveways, 
roads or any entry points? We would also ask parents to be 
extra vigilant when escorting children through the car parks.

Diocesan Pilgrimage - details see newsletter: 24 March
Bookings for our two diocesan pilgrimages to Northern 
France in 2024 and Rome/Assisi in 2025 are open.
 www.northamptondiocese.org/pilgirmage for information.

The Becket Festival
The festival will take place over the weekend 6th - 7th July 
2024 at Northampton Cathedral. On Saturday, 6th July, Mass 
will begin a daily program at 11.00am. We hope that each 
pastoral area will consider transport to enable parishioners 
to attend on this day. A program for the weekend will be 
available in the next few weeks.

CASPAR is a digital solution program which begins as a parish 
database. Parishes in our diocese are already using Caspar and 
reaping many benefits from it. 

St. Vincent’s
Together, we can make a difference

Open every Tuesday
From 1:00pm to 3:30pm

    Holy Cross Church Parish Hall, 355 Goldington Road,
Bedford MK41 0DP

Diocesan job opportunity
We are looking for a Qualified RICS Chartered Building 
Surveyor to join our Property team and be responsible for 
the portfolio of all Diocesan properties and land. The role 
will be for 35 hours per week. Full information for the 
position and an application form can be found by visiting 
https://northamptondiocese.org/jobs
Candidates should complete the application form and email 
it to: hr.admin@northamptondiocese.org
The closing date for applications is 27th March 2024.

Weekly Collections (four-week months):
February 2024:
Holy Cross: £1934.38p
Ss Philip and James: £1350.83p
March 2024:
Holy Cross: £2275.80p S/Orders: £3936
Ss Philip and James: £1634.86p S/Orders: £1936

Easter collection: £3639.86p

Margaret Wells still has boxes of envelopes which have not 
been collected. Please contact her direct on: 07931 338344

Fire Marshalls are required
for both parishes. If you 
would like to volunteer, 
please contact your parish 
secretary before 30th April. 
The duties are not onerous 
and training will be 
provided. It is not the job of

Empowering Vulnerable Children (EVC) Uganda
We are looking for a new volunteer Gift Aid Secretary. If you 
are interested, please contact Ted Fawcett, Chairman, for 
more details. Tel: 01234.838134 or 07561 424 486

the Fire Marshal to tackle fires, they merely have to make 
sure everyone is out of the building and to communicate 
with the fire service should they be called.

https://northamptondiocese.org/women-in-ministry/
or

The diocesan liturgy commission music section will host 
singers, choirs and instrumentalists on Saturday, 11th May at 
Thomas Becket Catholic School in Northampton. Cost: £10 for 
adults and free for those under 18’s (must be with an adult). 
See: northamptondiocese.org/courses/diocesan-music-day/

http://www.northamptondiocese.org/pilgirmage
https://northamptondiocese.org/jobs
mailto:hr.admin@northamptondiocese.org
https://northamptondiocese.org/women-in-ministry/
https://northamptondiocese.org/courses/diocesan-music-day/

